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****CELERY:  Coldest and driest winter in years.  The celery is not growing. 24’s and 30’s 
expensive, 24’s in especially short supply. 
 
CILANTRO:  Receivers finally tired of paying much more than usual.  Demand is off and 
consequently so is the market. Listening to offers. 
 
LEEKS:  Very broad range in quality and pricing. Call for best value. 
 
BRUSSEL SPROUTS:  Volume ramping up from Mexico, so get your hand held, market is getting 
stinky. 
 
LETTUCE: Ideal weather in the desert has made for very nice lettuce growing conditions.  Cool 
nights to help form the iceberg lettuce heads, and warm not hot daytime temperatures to promote 
optimum growth.  Lettuce volumes have increased to the point that the market is as depressed as 
we have seen since the middle of the summer.  Low pricing will continue into next week, but there 
optimism of a price increase starting the week of the 23

rd
.   

 
ORANGES: California Navels are in great supply, all sizes and grades.  Currently there is an 
adequate supply of specialty oranges, including Cara Cara and Moro’s. Also easy peeling 
Mandarins are readily available.   
  
LEMONS: The majority of domestic lemons continue to be packed out of the desert, but recently 
a few more packing houses in the Central San Joaquin valley have resumed packing new crop 
lemons.  Large size lemons continue to be plentiful with deals being offered, while small sized 
fruit remains limited but available. 
 
***GRAPES:  Supplies of both red and green seedless grapes from Chile are building on both 
coasts.  Prices that were $20 will start adjusting downward.  The berry size continues to be 
smaller than normal, but the quality is very good. 
 
TURNIPS:  New crop turnips are now available to load out of the Bakersfield area. Packed in a 
25# poly bag in sizes ranging from medium to large to jumbo, with aggressive pricing available. 
 
***NAPA and BOK CHOY:  With the upcoming Chinese New Year, demand for Napa cabbage 
and Bok Choy (baby included) have increased.  Cold temperatures in the Santa Maria valley have 
limited production and helped to drive pricing up.   
 
*****CANTALOUPES: Sooo… Demand is better. Honduras product has started to come in 
BUT… Very light volumes. Very hard to find product on the East or West Coast and will continue 
to be tight for at least the next couple of weeks.  
  
*****HONEYDEWS: Same comments as above. Tight with better demand and no huge volumes 
for the next couple weeks.  
 
STRAWBERRIES:  It’s not complicated: good volume, then give away pricing, then turned on 
retail demand, then freezing weather equals a very active market.  



 
***BROCCOLI: Supplies have been so heavy in California and Arizona we haven’t yet felt the 
effects of the shortages in Mexico, but we will.  
 
CAULIFLOWER:  There’s a glut right now and there’s still some cleaning up to do 
but shippers are optimistic for strength later next week. Heavy, solid firm white flower is the norm.  
 
 

 
*****LEAF: The freeze was so deep that it will take a couple more weeks of mild weather to grow 
through most of the blister and blister peel. If or when it freezes again the calendar gets reset. 
Yields have hurt enough to push the green and romaine markets.  
 
 
FRESH COLORED CALIFORNIA POTATOES:  Packing daily, market steady.  
 
 
 


